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Freedom and Unity: The Vermont Movie 

4th Thursdays Film Series, 6:30 PM, January-June 

A Vermont Humanities Program Hosted by 

Tenney Memorial Library, Newbury VT 
 

Thursday, February 26 

Part Two: Under the Surface 

The journey deepens, digging beneath the surface of 

Vermont’s bucolic image to explore labor wars, eugenics 

experiments, the McCarthy era, and progressive 

Republicanism. Covering over a century—from pre-Civil 

War to 2009—it chronicles the rise of unions and quarry 

work, Barre’s Socialist Labor Party Hall, the marketing of 

Vermont, the state’s reaction to New Deal policies, George 

Aiken's gentle populism, and Republican Ralph Flanders’ 

heroic stand against Joe McCarthy during the Red Scare. 

Emigrés from urban areas, “back-to-the-landers” like Helen 

and Scott Nearing and filmmaker Nora Jacobson’s father, 

Nicholas Jacobson, came to Vermont in search of an 

alternative lifestyle. 

Freedom & Unity: The Vermont Movie is a six-part collaborative documentary produced by several dozen 

Vermont-based filmmakers.  Using personal stories, rare footage, interviews and original reenactments, the 

series explores the history and contemporary culture of our state--and how one small state has made a very 

big difference.  Each part is 80 minutes long.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TENNEY LIBRARY'S 4th THURSDAY FILM SERIES: FREEDOM & UNITY 

Jan. 22.  Part One: "A Very New Idea" explores the Native and Colonial roots from which Vermont grew.  

Feb. 26.  Part Two: "Under the Surface" explores labor wars, eugenics, the McCarthy era, and progressive Republicanism.  

Mar. 26.  Part Three: "Refuge, Reinvention, and Revolution" explores innovation, interstates, and counter-culture. 

Apr. 23.  Part Four: "Doers and Shapers" explores progressivism in education and state law from Act 250 to civil unions.  

May 21.   Part Five: "Ceres’ Children" explores participatory democracy and ethics in conservation and farming.  

June 25.  Part Six: "People’s Power" explores contemporary tensions over energy, independence, climate, and the state's future. 

This program was funded under a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  Any views, findings. conclusions or 

recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of the NEH or the Vermont Humanities Council. 
 


